224. THE JOHANNESBURG LOCATION
Elsewhere we publish the report of the Public Health Committee
on the much-vexed Location question in Johannesburg. Our readers will
remember that this is the 4th report of the Public Health Committee, and
in the 4th, the Committee has made a clean breast of all the hypocrisy,
and it has come out in [its] true colours. The report is indirectly a com-
plete answer to Sir Arthur Lawley's contention that the Asiatic Bazaar
sites have been well chosen, and that they afford scope for both the Native
and the European trade. The Public Health Committee at first fixed
upon a site very near the Malay Location. It then recommended the
site which was chosen by the Boer Government, and now it has fixed
upon the site which was used as an isolation camp during the plague
outbreak, and which is situated thirteen miles away from Johannesburg.
And it is there that about five thousand Indians, including hawkers and
traders, with the exception of a few old established merchants, would
be removed, if the Committee's recommendations are carried out, and
here are the reasons:
If, says the Committee, the existing state of things is allowed to be
continued, certain kinds of industry, as, for instance, that of small tradesmen
and artisan class, which would otherwise afford a means of livelihood to a con-
siderable number of Europeans, will inevitably fall into the hands of Asiatics,
and the growth of the self-supporting European population will consequently
be materially impeded.
It is wonderful how arguments which were never thought of before
are being now found to support what is, in naked terms, a policy of slow
confiscation. We say, without the slightest fear of contradiction, that
the Indian artisan class in Johannesburg simply does not exist. It is true
that there are a few indifferent carpenters and fewer bricklayers, but they
do not wish to enter into any competition whatsoever. The present Indian
population of Johannesburg has been resident there since at least 1896,
because it was then that the census was taken and the number is now
about the same as then. And yet, the Indians have not been able
to oust the Europeans in any department whatsoever. White Johannes-
burg is still white, and yet the Public Health Committee has suddenly
found out that the presence of the Indian population will "materially
impede the growth of the self-supporting European population", although
the European population is ever on the increase, whereas, owing to the
misapplication of the Peace Preservation Ordinance to the Indians, the
Indian population is and must be on the decrease. The census statistics
produced in support of the contention are utterly misleading, and could
only be meant for consumption in England, for they cannot possibly mis-
lead the people on the spot. The statement that the Coloured population
of the Transvaal already outnumbers the white population by 77.83 to